Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


RFP  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Bodto  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  l«fe#eu*M>n  ^U.  S.  Departweot  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


:vJLTURE 


November  6,  1953 
Letter  No,  .585  ' 


fe     „         Afbfr  sone  10,o00  miles  of  almost  steady  flying  from  Australia, 
Ken  Gapen  is  tack  and  will  be  on  the  jot  Tuesday.    A  letter  from  him  earlier 
this  week  indicates  he  has  not  only  picked  up  a  lot  of  information  about 
larm  radio    down  under",  but  has  seen/a  good  hit  of  grassland  farming. 

Ke*  says  that,  except  in  parts  of  'two  States  and  small  sections 
01  others,  all  the  Australian  farming  methods  are  designed  to  further  the 
sheep  and  beef  industries.    The  rank  is  sheep,  beef,  dairy,  wheat,  in  that 
oraer;  with  pigs  and  poultry  and  eggs  way  down.    There  literallv  is  no  - 
grain  or  concentrate  feeding  of  livestock,    Practically  every  head  of  live- 
stock lives  on  grass,  sub-clover  and  hay  cut  from  pastures. 

He  notes  further  that  in  many  areas,  pasture  improvement  is  the 
key  to  good  agriculture.    Only  super-phosphate 'at '75  to  100  pounds  per 
acre  per  year,  and  trace  elements  added,  such  as  zinc,  cobalt  and  copper 
are  usea.    Lime  and  nitrogen  do  not  seem  to  be  needed  ~  but  more  from  ' 
Ken  nert  week. 

Another  Important  Date  ■ 

Tuesday,  December  IS,  peanut  growers  will  vote  on  a  referendum 
on  peanut ^marketing  quotas  for  3  years.    The  enclosed  leaflet  gives  the 
history  01  the  program  and  tells  how  it  works. 

The  ge organization  Story  -  A  Foreword 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  put  his  reorganization  plans  into 
immediate  effect  last  Monday,  November  2nd.    All  the  service  agencies  of 
the  Department  are  now  gathered  into  four  main  groups;     (l)  Federal-States 
gelations;   (2)  Marketing  and  Foreign  Agriculture;  (3)  Agricultural 
stabilization;  and  [h)  Agricultural  Credit. 

1  1  ^    _  Agricultural  Credit  is  made  up  of  Fame rs  Home  Administration 
ana  tne  Rural  Electrification  Administration. 

0.  Agencies  forming  Agricultural  Stabilization  are  the  Commodity 

Stabilization  Service,  including  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  urograms" 
Committ         Cr°P  InSUrance  Co;n?oration,  and  Community,  County/ and  State 
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Under  Marketing  and  Foreign  Agriculture  are  the  Agricultural 
Marketing  Service,  the  Foreign  Agricultural  cervice,  and  the  Commodity 
E  xc  hange  Aut  hor  i  ty , 

Federal -States  Relations  includes  Agricultural  Besearch  Service, 
Forest  Service,  Federal  Extension  Service,  Soil  Conservation  Service, 
Agricultural  Conservation  Program  Service,  and  Farmer  Cooperative  Service. 

It  may  take  some  weeks  to  work  out  in  detail  the  many  changes 
involved  in  the  switch  over  from  the  old  Bureau  to  the  new  set-up.  By 
name  and  aim  the  emphasis  in  the  new  organization  is  on  service.    Most  of 
the  changes  involved  are  designed  as  improvements  in  internal  administra- 
tion.   But  some  of  them  may  mean  minor  changes  in  some  of  your  information 
contacts  with  the  Department, 

We  plan  to  keep  you  informed  of  the  new  organization  developments 
.as  they. arise,  and  especially  of  their  significance  to  Badio  Farm  Directors 
and  to  our  mutual  efforts  to  get  Department  information  to  farmers  and  con- 
sumers.   In  the  BFD  Letter  each  week  for  the  next  several  weeks,  we  hope 
to  tell,  you  about  some  phase  of  the  new  organization  and.  its  potential 
meaning  for  BFD's.  ..  , 

Service  Note  to  American  Farmers 

Yesterday  down  in  Bic.hmond,  Gustave  Burmeister,  Ass't  Director 
of  the  new  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  told  a  Virginia  farm  organization 
meeting  a  few  things  which  seem,  to  us  worthwhile  passing -on  to  you  BFD's 
and  your  farm  audiences,  generally. 

Eq  pointed  out  that  although  our.  domestic  market  is  our  "big  out- 
let, in  most  years  it  alone  cannot  absorb  all  the  output  of  our  farms. 
Our  foreign  customers  provide  a  valuable  additional  outlet  so  that  we  end 
up  with  a  more  complete  market  for  everything  we  produce. 

...    .  In  indicating  the  importance  of  o.ur.  foreign  markets,  Mr,  Burmeister 
noted  that,  somewhat  more  than  io. million  acres  .of  cropland  in  this  country 
is  producing  for  export,    last' year,  even  with  .our  foreign  markets  declin- 
ing, we  exported  19  percent  of  our  tobacco  crop,  21  percent  of  our  cotton 
crop,  2^  percent  of  our  wheat  crop,  and  ^6  percent  of  our  rice  crop.  Our 
foreign  exports  last  year  were  relatively'  low,  yet "they  totaled  $2.8  billion. 
If  divided,  equally  among  all,  the  farms  in  the .United  States,  those  foreign 
sales  would  represent  more  than  $500-- of  extra  income  per:  farm.  ' 

Home  Effects-  of  Market  Drop.  Abroad 

In  the  '51-f52  marketing  year,  our  agricultural  exports  reached 
an  all-time  high  of  $k  billion  dollars ,  ,The  severe  falling  off  in  our 
foreign  market  down  to  $2,8. billion  represents  a.;drop  of  31 . percent,  Mr. 
Burmeister  blames  that  drop  for  many  of  our  present  surpluses  -including 
Wheat,,  cotton,  tobacco,  fats  and  oils,  and  some,  others.    More  than  scything 
else  that  drop  has  depressed  farm  prices  and  is  making  necessary  our  present 
programs  of  acreage  reductions  and  marketing,  controls. 
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Not  Export  Crops  Cnly  Involved 

The  weakened  foreign  market  need  not  affect  only  the  wheat  grow- 
ers of  Kansas  or  the  cotton  growers  of  Georgia,  it  can  affect  crops  grown 
only  for  the  home  market 0    Next  year  some  30  million  acres  will  probably 
be  taken  out  of  wheat  and  cotton.    Many  of  those  acres  will  go  into  other 
crops.    That  will  help  take  the  pressure  off  wheat  and  cotton,  "but  it  may 
lead  to  increased  production  -~  and  therefore  increased  competition  -~  among 
those  other  crops. 

What's  Behind  It  All? 

Mr,  Burmeister  explains  that  the  world's  agriculture,  though 
"badly  hurt  during  the  war,  is  finally  "back  on  its  feet  and  in  many  cases 
is  doing  a  "better  production  job  than  ever  before.    Last  year  the  world's 
production  of  a  number  of  commodities  was  near  or  above  the  all-time  record. 
Among  such  commodities  were  cotton,  wheat,  rice,  corn,  oats,  barley,  and 
fats  and  oils.    This  adds  .up  to  the  inescapable  fact  that  the  world  doesn't 
need  as  much  of  our  farm  products  now  as  it  did  only  a  couple  of  years  ago. 
And  that  is  further  complicated  by  our  foreign  customers  often  lacking  the 
dollars  to  use  in  buying  from  us,  plus  a  price  situation  that  often  enables 
them  to  buy  more  cheaply  from  other  exporting  countries  than  they  can  from 
us. 

Foreign  Service  to  American  Farmers 

The  Assistant  Director  of  the  new  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
says  his  Service  intends  to  do  an  aggressive  job  of  keeping  American  agri- 
culture informed  of  foreign  trade  developments  affecting  it.    As  part  of 
its  work  FAS  intends  to  lay  stress  on  American  agriculture  doing  a  more 
aggressive  job  of  marketing,  both  at  home  and  abroad.    In  our  agricultural 
marketing,  more  attention  needs  to  be  paid  to  high  quality  and  to  building 
permanent  rather  than  short-term  markets.    Competition  is  growing.  But 
FAS  sees  seme  strong  signs  that  during  this  year  we  can  at  least  maintain 
the  present  rate  of  exports.    By  applying  some  real  effort,  the  Service 
hopes  we  may  even  raise  it  somewhat. 

IF  YE  Seek  Human  Interest  . 

By  the  time  you  get  this,  73  U.S.  farm  young  folks,  part  of  the 
International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  from  36  States,  will  be  coming  down  the 
gangplank  of  the  "Queen  Elizabeth"  in  New  York.    They  are  on  their  way 
home  from  five  months  work  on  farms  abroad. 

These  young  people  have  been  living  with  farm  people  on  farms  in 
Europe,  the  Middle  East,  or  in  Africa,    They  have  many  human  interest  stories 
about  our  farm  neighbors  on  the  other  side  of  the  pond.    Cn  November  12th 
they  will  hold  a  press  conference  at  the  New  Colonial  Hotel  here  in  Wash- 
ington,   Then  after  some  of  them  take  part  in  the  5th  anniversary  celebra- 
tion of  the  h-R  Club  Foundation,  broadcast  over  ABC  Saturday,  they  will  be 
leaving  for  their  home  States  on  the  13th  and  ikth. 

If  you  are  interested  in  getting  in  touch  with  any  of  these  young 
farmers  from  your  territory,  I  would  suggest  you  contact  your  State  k-K 
Club  office  or  your  State  Extension  Editor, 
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Among  Ourselves 

"Dear  Mom  and  Dad"  -  RFD  Wayne  Rothgeb,  WKJG,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind., 
has  kept  in  touch  this  summer  with  the  parents  of  a  k-h  "boy  IFYE  abroad. 
Wayne  has  picked  up  the  father  and  mother  on  tape  and  they  have  read  letters 
from  the  hoy.    By  radio  the  whole  community  has  followed  the  adventures  of 
their  representative  on  a  foreign  farm. 

Don  Looper  reports  that  KLZ  Denver  went  on  TV  this  week  for  the 
first  time.    RFD  Carl  Herzman  and  Lowell  Watts  started  right  out  with  a 
daily  farm  showa    They  have  their  TV 'show  at  12:15  and  shuttle  across  town 
to  their  radio  show  at  12:^5.    But  "by  January  1st  KLZ  plans  to  have  "both 
studios  under  the  same  roof, 

Don  spent  a  couple  of  days  with  RFD  Sandy  Saunders  and  Harold 
Dedrick  at  WKY  Oklahoma  City.    Belgian  radio  man  Jacques  Frans sens  and 
Don  were  on  Sandy's  TV  show  last  week.    Jacques  had  some  pictures  with  him, 
so  they  made  them  into  slides  and  worked  up  a  feature  this  week  on  Belgian 
farming. 

The  other  two  English-speaking  members  of  the  project  are  also 
getting  practical  experience  in  farm  programming  as  we  do  it.    The  Dane, 
Hans  Solvhoj,  took  part  in  Chuck  Worcester's  show  and  the  Dutchman,  Hendrik 
L.  Groenendijk,  has  "been  on  several  of  Loyd  Evans*  shows.    Don  says  "Even 
I  have  "been  on  a  couple  of  radio  programs,  just  to  keep  my  hand  in." 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  November  1^ 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  originating  at  1:00 
to  1:30  p.m.  EST,    USDA  Headlines  from.  Washington  and  an  NBC  feature  from 
Chicago  -  American  Bakers  Association. 

ABC  .American  Farmer  -  Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
EST.     "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA  and  a  feature  with  an  LFYE  just 
home  from  abroad  on  a  National  4-E  Club  Foundation  program. 


Enclosures: 
Stat,  Summary 
Peanut  Mktg.  Quota  tRef. 

Charles  A.  Herndon 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


Cordially, 

— *"  /     If  7 


119- 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


Prom 


Rod io  and  Te le v i  -stuff  B e r vl ce 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


£  NOV  1 9  «53 


November  13,  1953 
Letter  No.  586 


Ken  Gapen  is  tack.    He  made  quite  a  survey  of  radio  and  extension 
■work  in  Australia  ..♦  But  here  lie  is  himself.'         In  his  first  report  of 
his  work  to  you,  he  says: 

Leaving  Australia  and  many  friends  there  was  difficult,  "but 
getting  hack  home  was  good.  -After  traveling  more  than  21,000  miles  "between 
Uashington  and  Sydney  and  about  10,000  miles  in  Australia,  I  have  an  even 
greater  respect  for  the  air  and  land  pioneers  who  opened  the  way  for  travel 
and  settlement.    The  next  step  is  development.    And  that's  where  my  assign- 
ments came  in. 

For  those  who  haven't  heard  much  ahout  this  trip,  it  was  a  tech- 
nical mission  jointly  requested  "by  the  Australian  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Commerce  and  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission  with  the  cooperation 
of  the  Australian  State  Departments  of  Agriculture.    The  ABC  assignment  was 
to  appraise  their  rural  "broadcasting  at  the  national,  state  and  local  levels 
and  recommend  improvements  and  future  developments.    The  Commonwealth 
Department's  assignment  was  to  get  acquainted  with  the  extension  work  "down 
under"  and  compare  it  with  the  older  extension  work  in  the  United  States  3 

John  Douglass,  Director  of  Rural  Broadcasts  for  the  ABC,  whom  many 
of  you  know,  has  a  well  developed  rural  service  on  the  ABC  stations.  It's 
"been  patterned  after  the  American  system  of  farm  "broadcasting  with  adapta- 
tions for  Australian  conditions. 


His  hour  long  network  program,  The  Country  Hour,  is  released  to  all 
ABC  stations  during  the  noon  hour.    It  contains  markets,  agricultural  news, 
national  and  international  news,  information  and  weather.    On  certain  days 
of  the  week,  each  state  inserts  a  state  feature  for  the  stations  within  that 
state.    At  intervals  of  several  weeks,  each  state  will  have  a  state  feature 
that  goes  to  the  entire  network.    During  the  quarter  hour  following  The 
Country  Hour  Monday  through  Thursday,  there  is  a  serial  story  that  often 
touches  rural  life.    On  Friday  that  quarter  hour  is  devoted  to  a  rural  women's 
program. 
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In  the  ABC  headquarters  in  each  of  the  six  Australian  states,  John 
has  one  or  two  Rural  Broadcast  Officers  who  maintain  contact  with  state 
agricultural  officials,  handle  the  state  features  for  the  network  programs, 
and  prepare  special  rural  "broadcasts  from  their  state. 

In  the  past  year  or  two,  John  has  established  five  regional  farm 
programs  at  stations  in  heavy  farm-livestock  areas  at  some  distance  from  the 
state  headquarters.    These  programs  are  on  the  air  at  7  a.m.  Monday  through 
Friday  for  a  quarter  hour.    Several  weeks  ago  four  or  five  were  okay'd  "by 
the  Commission  to  "be  organized  as  soon  as  qualified  men  can  "be  found  or 
trained.  ' 

A  system  for  training  farm  radio  men  for  ABC  jobs  with  John 
Douglass  has  teen  in  effect  for  some  time.    Although  the  ABC  people  outside 
the  Rural  Department  help  in  this  training,  it  consists  largely  of  working 
with  the  more  experienced  men  .in  a  state  office.  .  . 

In  addition,  John  has  a  Sunday  morning  Countryman's  Program  which 
deals  with  major  problems  and  needs  in  rural  Australia.    And  on  Friday 
nights,  The  Land  and  Its  People  is  a  documentary. type  of  rural  show  featur- 
ing some  phase  of  agriculture.    Both  are  on  network. 

The  help  that  you  American  farm  broadcasters  have  given  Douglass 
and  his  Department  is  very  deeply  appreciated.    He  and  his  fellows  have 
followed  many  of  your  ideas  and  suggestions.    He*d  like  to  have, you  come  down. 

More  next  week  about  Australian  agriculture. 


Harvest  Weather  and  Corn  Crop 

This  week  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  reported  conditions  for  maturity 
and  harvest  of  late -growing  crops  were  favorable  to  ideal  during  October, 
Most  changes  as  of  November  1  compared  with  October  1  were  small,  but  the 
improvements  in  prospects  outweighed  the  losses.    The  expected  all-crop 
volume  is,  increased. 

Virtually  all  corn  matured  before  killing  frosts,  so  there  are 
practically  no  soft  or  immature  ears.    The  corn  cured  fast,  and  the  special- 
ists estimate  it  is  generally  of  good- to  excellent  quality.    Jn  the  Corn 
Belt,  machine  picking  in  some  fields  was  hampered  by  the  dryness  and 
brittleness  of  the  stalks  and  ear  shanks,  resulting  in  much  dropping  of  ears. 
The  Board  covered  the  dropped  ears  gleaned  or  salvaged  by  livestock  in  its 
production  estimate  of  3-,l80  million  bushels.    That  is  only  16  million  bushels 
less  than  the  October  estimate. 

Hay  and  Forage  Supplies  ■  '*  • 

The  Crop  Board  reports  total  hay  and  forage  supplies,  although 
adequate,  are  below  average  and  not  well  distributed  according  to  feeding 
needs.    Last  month,  the  Government  drought  relief  feed  program  was  extended 
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to  help  reduce  the  cost  of  shipping  from  surplus  areas  into  over  1+00 
designated  drought  counties.    And  yesterday  Secretary  Benson  added  121 
counties  to  the  designated  drought  disaster  areas,  "bringing  the  total  to  573 
counties  in  13  states  where  fanners,  ranchers,  and  dairymen  can  now  "buy 
certain  feeds  from  CCC  at  reduced  prices. 

Yesterday  too  the  Secretary  announced  that  the  eastern  railroads 
had  agreed  to  a  5°  percent  reduction  in  freight  rates  for  moving  hay  in 
carlots  into  drought  disaster  areas ♦    Western  railroads  agreed  October  lo, 
southern  railroads  October  23,  and  Illinois  railroads  October  30.    With  the 
action  "by  the  eastern  roads,  the  50  percent  reduction  now  applies  to  all  the 
nation's  railroads. 

The  Reorganization  Story  —  I 

Four  Main  Groups  in  USDA: 

.  ,  ,  Federal  States  Relations*  •  • 

,  ,  ,  Itoketing  and  Foreign  Agriculture, 
•  .  ,  Agricultural  Stabilization. 
.  .  ,  Agricultural  Credit, 

*  In  Federal-States  Relations  are: 

,.  ,  Agricultural  Research  Service, 
.  ,  ,  Forest  Service, 
,  ,  ♦  Federal  Extension  Service, 

.  ,  .  Soil  Conservation  Service,  -  , 

,  ,  ,  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  Service, 
,  •  .Farmer  Cooperative  Service, 

As  you  will  note  from  the  above  line-up,  much  Department  informa- 
tion which  reaches  you  originates  in  the  various  Services  grouped  under 
Federal-States  Relations,    For  example,  the  Agricultural  Research  Service 
conducts  all  the  production  and  use  research  in  the  Department  (except 
forestry  research)  and  also  carries  on  the  inspection,  disease  and  pest  , 
control  work  closely  associated  with  that  research. 

Under  the  new  Research  Service  too  is  included  research  on  farm 
management  and  costs  (including  local  farm  labor  studies),  land  economics, 
and  agricultural  finance.    Farm  management  and  use  of  farm  land  are  expected 
to  have  added  emphasis  in  the  new  setup. 

This  Service  also  includes  research  on  range  management,  research 
to  improve  cotton  ginning  and  processing,  and  it  administers  the  Insecticide, 
Fungicide  and  Rodent icide  Act. 

Names  of  the  other  Services  in  Federal -States  Relations  give  you 
some  general  idea  of  the  scope  of  their  work.  But  we  will  discuss  some  of 
them  more  in  detail  later.  As  you  know,  the.  State  Conservationists  of  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service  meet  here  Monday  to  develop  methods  of  taking  over 
the  new  responsibilities  which  the  new  organization  of  the  SCS  gives  them. 
But  more  about  these  other  services  in  the  Federal -States  Relations  later. 
Next,  let's  consider  another  of  the  main  groups  of  Department  services. 
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Secretary  Urges  Wider  Discussion 

Yesterday,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  addressed  the  Annual 
Convention  of  Land-Grant  Colleges  and  Universities  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  on 
"Our  Mutual  Responsibility, "    He  indicated  three  areas  where  the  land-grant 
institutions  have  a  special  opportunity  to  enlarge  their  service  to  American 
agriculture:     (l)  Balanced  farming,  (2)  Marketing,  and  (3)  Public  Policy, 

The  Secretary  pointed  out  that  there  is  no  greater  need  today  than 
a  courageous,  objective  presentation  of  the  economics  of  farm  policy,  He 
declared  "I  have  profound  faith  in  the  Judgment  of  people  who  have  the  facts." 
He  challenged  the  colleges  to  help  get  the  facts  to  the  people  and  to  promote 
further  public  understanding  of  national  agricultural  issues.    He  urged  them 
to  build  their  staffs  of  discussion  leaders  as  strong  as  they  can,  to  help 
our  people  think  --  decide  --  and  act. 

World  Milk  Congress 

A  World  Congress  for  Milk  Utilization  will  meet  here  .  in  Washington 
next  Friday  and  Saturday,  November  20-21.    It  is  sponsored  by  Dairy  Industries 
Society,  International,  and  aims  to  encourage  men  and  organizations  everywhere 
to  find  and  provide  better  ways  to  use  milk  throughout  the  world.    As  Prince 
Bernhard  of  the  Netherlands  has  put  it:    "One -third  of  the  world  .has  surpluses 
of  milk  products       two-thirds  of  the  world  are  starving  for  .the  .need  of  them." 

Among  Ourselves 

Bob  Crom,  who  inaugurated  the  USDA  TV  package  service.,  .reports  that 
one  of  his  many  new  jobs  as  Director  of  Communications  at  North  Dakota  Agri- 
cultural College  is  producing  a  half  hour  TV  show  each  week.    He  has  some 
USDA  TV  packages  scheduled  for  use  in  the  near  future. 

Milton  Bliss,  another  USDA  R&TV  graduate,  now  with  NBC,  and  Jerry 
Seaman,  agency  representative,  were  here  this  week  to  arrange  some  features 
and  make  final  arrangements  for  USDA  participation  in  NBC's  annual  Farm  and 
Home  Hour  TV  coverage  of  the  International  Livestock  Exposition  in  Chicago, 
Tuesday  afternoon,  December  1st.  The  program,  which  will  be  picked  up  from 
three  points,  will  include  a  USDA  film  on  the  meat-type  hog  and,  as  usual, 
will  feature  the  selection  of  the  International  Grand  Champion  steer,  etc. 

NARFD  Prexy  Mai  Hansen,  WCW,  Omaha,  and  Committee  Chairman  Phil 
Alampi,  WABC,  New  York,  say  the  third  of  the  series  of  all-day  Farm  Radio 
TV  Sales  Clinics  held  by  NARFD  last  week  in  Now  York  City,  was  the  best  yet. 
More  than  1^0  persons  attended  the  meeting,  which  was  planned  to  provide 
agricultural  industries,  sponsors,  and  their  advertising  agencies  with  the 
basic  facts  about  farm  radio  and  television. 

USDA  R&TV  in  cooperation  with  the  National  Committee  on  Boye  & 
Girls  Club  Work,  plans  to  cover  the  National  h-R  Club  Congress  with  a  IV 
packet  made  up  of  on-the-spot  k-E  pictures  and  script.    Georgia  Extension's 
Virgil  Adams  will  take  the  pictures  in  Chicago  and  rush  them  to  Washington 
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for  reproduction  and  mailing  in  the  Department's  regular  TV  package  series 
December  4th.    Jules  Renaud  will  "be  meeting  some  of  you  RFD's  in  Chicago 
at  the  time,  while  Alice  Skelsey  will  ride  herd  on  getting  out  the  Club 
Congress  packet  in  Washington, 

RFD  Don  Peach,  KOA,  Denver,  says  KOA  expects  to  "begin  television 
ahout  Christmas,  hut  Den  doesn't  expect  to  "begin  a  regular  TV  farm  show  yet 
awhile 

R&TV  Don  Looper  and  his  team  of  key  radio  people  from  Europe  are 
today  at  VMAX,  Yankton,  South  Dakota,  after  a  good  visit  at  State  College, 
Brookings. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  November  21 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  originating  at  1:00  to 
1:30  p.m.  EST*    U5DA  Headlines  from  Washington  and  an  NBC  feature  giving 
the  highlights  from  the  American  Society  of  Agronomy  Convention  in  Dallas. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
EST.     "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA  and  THANKSGIVING  featured  on  the 
World  Food  Situation  with  Fred  Ross iter,  FAS;  and  a  report  on  the  World 
Congress  of  Milk  Utilization  in  Washington. 

TV  THANKSGIVING  Package 

For  use  during  the  week  "before  THANKSGIVING,  B&TV  Service  is 
sending  out  to  cooperating  stations  a  package  made  up  of  script  and  pictures 
telling  the  story  of  the  Beltsville  White  Turkey,  of  which  15,000,000  were 
sold  last  fall. 

Cordially, 

/  f 

C.  A.  He  radon 

Radio  and  Television  Service 
P,S.    Cross -Compliance  Not  Required  in  1rjh 

Previously  announced  cross -compliance  with  "basic  crop  allotments 
will  not  he  required  next  year*    Because  some  fall-seeded  crops  had  already 
"been  planted  and  some  referendum  votes  on  acreage  allotments  and  marketing 
quota  provisions  had  already  "been  taken  "before  the  cross -compliance  announce- 
ments were  made,  the  Department  has  decided  NOT  to  put  the  "broader  compliance 
provisions  in  effect  in  195^. 

Under  those  "broad  provisions,  farmers  had  to  he  in  compliance  with 
all  "basic  agricultural  commodity  acreage  allotments  established  on  their 
farms  in  order  to  he  eligible  for  price  support  on  any  one  "basic  commodity. 
But,  of  course,  farmers  will  still  have  to  he  in  compliance  with  acreage 
allotments  for  any  one  crop  in  order  to  he  eligible  for  price  supports  on 
that  crop. 
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Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  ASft'lOUlTlIRE- 1 


■■"  November  £0,  1953 
Letter  Wo,  $8? 


Although  Ken  Gapen  is  busy  catching  up  on  work  and  affairs  in  these 
United  States,  he  managed  to  take  time  out  to  give  us  a  rather  comprehensive 
roundup  on  agricultural  work  in  Australia  as  he  saw  it.    He  Says: 

"After  landing  in  Australia  September  23,  I  B°on  learned  that  the 
Commonwealth  Department  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture  and  the  Australian  Broad- 
casting Commission,  for  whom  I  would  "be  working  in  cooperation  with  the  State 
Departments  of  Agriculture,  had  planned  an  intelligent  hut  fast  moving 
itinerary, 

"At  every  stop  in  the  almost  10  thousand  miles  of  travel  in. 
Australia,  I  was  met  by  either  an  agricultural  department  or  farm  radio  man, 
"but  otherwise  was  on  my  own  for  practically  all  the  trip.    In  each  of  the 
six  States  I  met  with  State  Department  of  Agriculture  officers  and  director 
who  is  a  permanent  head,    3ach  agricultural  department  has  a  political  head 
called  a  Minister  or  Secretary  who  is  a  member  of  the  State  Parliament,  Most 
releases  come  out  under  the  Minister's  name, 

"Although  there  are  differences  in  the  agricultural  organizations 
in  the  various  States,  in  general  they  have  chief  officers  (-subject'  matter 
administrators)  for  each  type  of  agriculture.    The  State  Departments  of 
Agriculture  compare  generally  with  the  Land  Grant  College  Extension  Services 
arri.  Experiment  Stations  in  the  U, 'S,    Much  of  their  research  is  applied 
rather  than. "basic* 

"Their  veterinarians  have  the  livestock  management,  feeding, 
breeding -and  related  work  as  well  as  health  and  sanitation.    Generally,  there 
are  field  specialists  in  each  "branch  of  subject  matter  in  places  where  their 
particular  subject  matter  is  needed,  .  ' 

"Their  agricultural  extension  organization  charts  vary  greatly. 
In  one  State,  there  is  an  extension  officer" with  some  men  doing  some  ex- 
tension type  advisory  work,  .  In  other  States,  the  subject  matter  branches 
look  after  their  own  extension  work.    In  most  States,  an  extension  worker 
in  one  field  of  work  cannot  give  any  assistance  Or  advice  in  another  subject 
matter  area.    Generally  over  Australia,  the  extension  work  as  we  know  it  is 
not  extensive. 
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"Most  of  the  Stat©  Agricultural  Departments  have  agricultural 
colleges  (hoarding  schools)  where  chape  from  17  years  or  so  on  can  take 
three  years  of  intensive  agricultural  schooling.    Upon  completion  of  this 
schooling,  the  hoys  get  a  diploma..    By  and  large,  the  universities  teaching 
agriculture  do  so  along  hasic  lines.    Such  graduates  get  a  BS  degree.  One 
is  more  practical,  the  other  more  fundamental, 

"Because  there  are  so  few  graduates  from  the  university  agricultural 
courses  and  not  enough  hroadly  Qualified  diploma  men,  there  is  a  great  scar- 
city  of  trained  men  that  can  he  hired  for  departmental  jobs.    As  one  chap 
expressed  it,  why  should  a  "big  percentage  of  chaps  from  rural  properties 
take  agriculture  when  they  could  make  more  money  "by  staying  right  on  with 
Dad  or  getting  a  place  of  their  own.    Another  said  there  wasn't  exiough  salary 
incentive.    In  addition,  some  of  the  higger  property  owners  hire  the 
agriculturally  trained  chaps. 

,-    .:  "With  these  prohlems  and  additional  prohlems  of  "budgets,  the  lack 

of  "broad  development  of  extension  work  is  understandahle .    And,  as  several 
of  the  officers" said,  there  wasn't  enough  new  blood. coming  into  the  agricul- 
tural work, 

'Even  so,  several  phases  of  agriculture  in  Australia  have  been  •, 
making  strides.    Development  of  large  wool  producing  sheep  and  beef  cattle 
studs  is  phenominal.    A  stud  in  Australia  is  a  herd  .or  flock  of  registered 
purebred  animals.    They  raise  the  animals  on  pasture,  hay  and  silage  maae 
from  grasses  and  subterranean  clover.    They  raise  some  grain  in  rotation, 
often  using  the  grain  in  the  silage  in  layers  between  thicker  layers  ot  the 
Cut  materials.  "  ; . 

"Pasture  improvement  is  another  big  development.'    I  saw  many  places 
that  were  not  improved,  that  carried  only  a  sheep  or  two  to  the  acre.  But 
many  more  properties  were  improved  and'earried  three  to  five  sheep  per  acre. 
They  have  found  long  since  that  they  need  about  90  pounds- (more  or  less)  of 
superphosphate  per  acre  per  year  to  improve  their  pastures.    In  addition, 
they  are  now  putting  trace  elements  of  several  kinds  into  their  super. 

"One  of  several  typical  rotations  is  three  years  of  pasture,  one 
or  two  years  of  grain  and  one  year  of  fallow. 

"Most  of  their  sheep  are  purebreds  or  first  crosses.    Most  of 
their  cattle  are  purebreds  of  the  breeds  familiar  to  us. 

"The  above  remarks  chiefly  concern  the' livestock  business  in  the 
higher  rainfall  areas  of  Australia.    In  the  drier  parts,  there's  much  more 
of  a  struggle  between  man  and  the  elements.    When  the  scanty  rainfall  doesn  t 
come,  the  pastures  don't  produce  enough  feed  for  the  sheep*    One  man  m  high 
position,  to.  whom  I  talked,  had  recently  lost  3,000  sheep  because  of  starvation, 

"Next  week  a  few  Garments  on  their  basic  research,  agricultural  ^ 
price  boards,  State  sovereignty,  home  economics,  and  dependence  on  efforts. 
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Conservation  Job  Ahead  ...  ... 

As. you. will  see  from  Agriculture  Information  Bulletin  106,  "Our 
Productive  LAND"  sent  you  herewith,  at  the  "beginning  of  this  year  farmers 
operating  more  than  a  fourth  of  all  the  farm  and  ranch  land  in  the.  country 
were  cooperating  with  their  soil  conservation  districts  in  planning  complete 
conservation  programs.    That  is  good  progress.    But  the  main  job  still  lies 
ahead.    This  little  "bulletin  gives  you  the  general  picture  of  the  work  done 
and  yet  to  be  done.    We  hope  you  will  find  it  helpful  in  helping  your  farm 
audience. 

Cotton  Marketing  Quotas  for  19^4 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  marketing  quotas  on  upland  cotton, 
you  will  probably  find  those  questions  and  the  Department's  answers  in  the 
leaflet  "Cotton  Marketing  Quotas  for  195V  enclosed. 

U.  S.  Farm  Eadio  Pick-Up  in  Austria 

The  influence  of  U.  S,  radio  farm  directors  has  spread, far  and 
fast.    Austria  is  a  case  in  point. 

Some  of  you  remember  Erwin  Ladansky,  director  of  Austrian  network 
farm  programs,  who  visited  here  on  a  European  farm  radio  team  last  summer. 
When  he  got  back  home,  he  reported  to  officials  of  his  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Forestry  on  the  operation  and  methods  of  U.  S.  farm  radio  programs,  and 
made  certain  recommendations. 

As  a  result,  in  the  past  three  or  four  months,  the  Austrian3  have 
made  a  concerted  effort  to  insure  that  broadcasts  carry  a  more  personal 
message  to  Austrian  farm  people.    Up  until  then,  the  "personal  approach" 
was  virtually  unknown  in  Austria.    Their  talks  were  rather  formal  and 
abstract.    Mr,  Ladansky  also  recommended  more  marketing  reports,  and  a  market 
reporting  system  has  already  been  established.    He  suggested  closer  contact 
with  farmers,  such  as  those  of  many  RFD's  in  this  country,  and  Austria  plans 
to  put  that  system  into  operation  as  soon  as  possible.    He  noticed  the  close 
cooperation  between  radio  stations  in  this  country  and  the  various  farmer 
organizations,  and  now  Austria  is  trying  to  develop  similar  close  relationships. 

The  Reorganization  Story  —  II 

Four  Lfeln  Groups  in  USDA: 

•  .  .  Federal  States  Relations. 

•  .  .  Marketing  and  Foreign  Agriculture* 

•  •  ,  Agricultural  Stabilization 
,  ,  ,  Agricultural  Credit 

*  In  Marketing  and  Foreign  Agriculture  are: 
.  .  .  Agricultural  Marketing  Service 

•  .  .  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 


in  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  are  centralized  the  «^*»6 
and  distribution  work  of  the  Department.    This  Se ^ollZ^Z' 
stock  estimates;  market  news;,  standardization,,  inspection   and  °^f"*flon 
of  farm  products.    This  Service  also  covers  marketing  and  regul acta, 
deluding  marketing  agreements  and  orders,  and  coordinates  all  the  statistical 
work  of  the  Department.        ,  ,■ 

AI©  also  includes  marketing  research  and  the. statistical  and  economic 
research  related  to  marketing  research     It  does  the  re  search  °»  f^f*™ 
handling,  transportation,  and  storage  of  farm  products.    In  the  diet ribu tion 
field,  -besides  other  work  related  to  food  distribution,  AI©  directs  tne  scno  x 
lunch  program. 

'■■        FAS   Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  has  primary  responsibility  for 
promoting  ^'foreign,  safe  of  American  farm  ^^yg^gggg 
ture  informed  ahout  foreign  trade  developments  which  affect  our  exports  ana 

export  opportunities.  . 

Yesterday  Secretary  Benson  announced  completion  of  the  internal 
reorganization  of  FAS  and  a  substantial. expansion  of  1U >  work  gS*$£ 
maintaining,  regaining,  and  expanding  foreign  markets  for  our  surplus  or 
potentially  surplus  farm: products. 

Specifically,  the  Secretary  announced  that  as^of  its  ™"  iol°s> 
FAS  will  have  leadership  in  a  program  must  formulated  with  the  nation  s 
fruit  industry  to  regain  and  develop  export  markets  for  parental  fruits 
ud  rruit^roducts.    Concurrently  FAS  will  intensify  its  reporting  to  the 
Irtit  ?ndu™  bok  of  foreign  marketing  opportunities  ana  of  barriers  that 
interfere  with  foreign  marketing. 

With  added  emphasis  being  put  on  a  better  Job  of  marketing  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  EFD's  seem  likely  to  find  new  opportunities  to  get 
facts  about  marketing  and  marketing  research  to  ttoir  farm  and  city  audiences. 

FEDERAL -STATES  RELATIONS; ■ 

Agricultural^esearchService  -  Researchers  are  now  evaluating  ^e  results 

of  nearly  30  years  of  crossbreeding  ^^^ZflUel     In  coopera- 
better  adapted  to  climatic  conditions  in  the  Gulf  Coast  States,    in  ooopeia 
tion  with  various  Southern  Experiment  Stations,  the  Depa rtment  scien t «to 
havinr  been  trying  to  determine  the  value  of  crossing  Brahman  cattle  from 
K^iTh  Ar^,  Hereford,  and  other  British  breeds  in  this  country. 
Naturally,  with  such  comparatively  long-lived,  slow-growipg,  animals  as  beef 
cftSe  such  tests  take  much  more  time  than  ^***^J$£ 
As  their  first  finding,  the  researchers  report  these  beef,  cattle  or°Ese= 
show lit inite  hybrid  vigor.    That  is,  the  first  crossbreds  gain  faster  than 
the  puretreds  from  either  of  the  parent  hree&s. 
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Forest  Service         "Unless  we  get  really  soaking  rains  soon,  forest  fires 
could  do  heavy  damage.    State  and  Federal  fire  control  organizations  are 
at  this  moment  definitely  on  the, alert*    The  fire  situation  is  especially 
bad  in. the  southern  Appalachians;  northern  Georgia,  northern  South  Carolina, 
Worth  Carolina,  and  eastern  Tennessee,  with  some  fires  in  Kentucky. 

The  foresters  say  that  with  the  dry  conditions  in  the  forests,  a 
very  serious  situation  could  develop  if  high  winds  come  up.    They  urge 
great  caution  until  the  soaking  rains  arrive. 

Extension  Service       Right  now  cooperative  county  extension  agents,  are  ex- 
plaining to  farm  people  the  outlook  for  crops  and  livestock  and  family 
living.    They  are  helping  farmers  plan  adjustments  in  farm  acreages.  The 
agents  are  also  analyzing  and  strengthening  educational  programs  in  market- 
ing and  halping.  farm  folks  understand  the  many  off -farm  or  public  affairs 
forces  which  concern  them,    They  are  helping  the  2,000,000  k-E  Club  "boys  and 
girls  to  take  stock  of  their  achievements  and  to  lay  their  plans  for  coming' 
projects. 

Soil  Conservation  Service  --    State  Conservationists  are  here  in  Washington 
this  week  busily  working  out  the  actual  procedures  for  an  orderly  shift  to 
the  reorganized  setup.    The  new  setup  eliminates  seven  regional  offices  and 
strengthens  the  kQ  State  offices  by  making  them  the  key  units  >in  administer- 
ing the  soil  and  water  conservation  work.,    The  SCS  will  continue  to  make  its 
services  available  to  farmers  and  ranchers  through  the  locally  organized  and 
locally  directed  soil  conservation  districts.* 

While  the  State  office  changes  are  going  forward,  conservation 
work  on  farms  is  moving  right  ahead,    With  the  open  fall,  field  planning 
and  construction  of 'terraces  and 'watershed  improvements  have  been  carried 
further  than'usual  into  the  winter,  in  many  parts  of  the  country, 

SCS  is  also  speeding  up  its  detailed  soil  survey  work,  so 
development  of  individual  farm  soil  and  water  saving  plans  can  continue  to 
go  ahead  without  interruption, 

*  (Statement  by  Acting  Admn,  SCS,  Williams,  herewith.    Digest  of  Secretary 
Benson's  talk  to  conference  has  already  gone  to  you  "Secretary  Says  Stronger 
Conservation  Program  is  Reorganization  Goal,") 

Agricultural  Conservation  Program  Service       At  this  time,  farmers  throughout 
the  country  are  signing  up  with  the  Department  to  take  part  in  195^  in  cost- 
sharing  on  conservation  practices;    (See  p,  10  Williams 1  statement  herewith,) 
They  are  listing  the  practices  that  they  would  not  otherwise  follow  unless 
they  had  help  to  cover  the  cost.    For  example,  many  have  land  too  steep  for 
farming  that  they  want  to  get  into  sod. 

Two  especially  significant  developments  in  AC?  Service  this  year 
are:     (1)  The  very  close  integration  of  this  Service  with  the  Forest  Service, 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  and  Extension  Service,    FS  and  SCS  provide 


,;,  -   6  - 

technical  services  in  carrying  out  the  program.    (2)  The  195^ program  has 
in  it  provision  for  adapting  it  to  include'  emergency  practices  or  practices.  . 
peculiar  to  an  area  where  the  regularly  listed  conservation  practices  do  not 
meet  the  situation.   '  '  "'      .;■   .  . 

Any  farmer  who  is  interested  in  finding  out  more  a"bout  the  cost-/ 
sharing  conservation  program  is  advised  to  contact  his  Agricultural  Stahiliza. 
t ion  Committee, 

Farmer  Cooperative  Service  —  FCS  is  continuing  the  Department's  help  to 
farmers  on  the  problems  connected  with  their  marketing,  supply  "buying,  and 
other  co-ops.    It  is  carrying  forward  research  studies  and  maintaining  .  ..  ■ 
service  activities  aimed  at  supporting  and  strengthening  farmer's  co-op  "busi- 
nesses.   FCS  maintains  the  national  statistics  of  farmers'  co-ops  which  serve 
a  large  proportion  of  this  country's  farmers.    It  -continues  to  provide  gen- 
eral educational  information  for  the  use  of  co-op  management'  and  educational 
agencies  working  with  farmer  co-ops.    It  is  doing  its  work  in  close  coopera- 
tion with  the  Land- Grant  Colleges,  the  State  and  Federal  Extension  Services 
and  other  agencies,   .  '  '-\'-" 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  November  28  .  . 

NBC  National  Farm' and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  originating  at  1:00 
to  1:30  p.m.  EST.    USDA  Headlines  from  Washington  and  the  National  h-R  Club 
Congress  and  International  Livestock  Exposition  from  Chicago. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
EST.  "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA  and  featuring  the  National  4-H  Cluh 
Congress  and  the  International  Livestock  Exposition  from  Chicago. 

,  And  on  Tuesday,  December  1st:    .NBC  telecast  3:00  to  k:00  p.m.  EST,  from 
International  Livestock  Exposition  and  National  U-H  Club  Congress. 

Among  Ourselves  /? 

Phil  Alampi,  Chairman  of  NAEFD  Brochure  Committee,  has  sent  k05 
radio  stations  and  56  TV  stations  a  request  for  information  to.  go  in  a  NAKED 
ready  reference  guide  for  sponsors  who  want  to  "buy  farm  programs. 

All  of  you  -going  to  Chicago  "for  the  RFD  meeting  will  prohahly  see 
Don  Looper  and  his  team  of  European  radio  men  again  "before  we  do.    Give  them 
our  "best.    Jules  Eenaud  will  also  "be  there  with  samples  of  some  ,of  USDA  s 
TV  package  shows.    He  wants  to  meet  as  many  of "you  as  possible  and  get  your 
ideas  for  putting  more  punch  in  the  packages.    For  the  first  time  since  comi 
"back  to  Washington  in  19^6,  Ken  Gapen  won't  attend  the  annual  meeting  at 
Chicago.    Sickness  at  home  is  the  reason. 

Cordially, 


C.  A.  Herndon 

Badio  and  Television  Service 


Enclosures: 

SCS  statement  "by  D.  A.  Williams 
Cotton  Mktg.  Quotas  for  '5^ 
Our  Productive  LAND 


RFO  LETTER 

To  M 

Radio  Farm  Directors  ™ 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

I  CURRENT  SERIAL 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Letter  No.  *88 
November  27, ' 1953 


Today  Ken  Gapen  gives  us  another  wide -screen  view  of  Australia  and 
the  Australians  in  their  agricultural  setting.    Ken  says: 

"In  Australia,  it  was  difficult  to  find  a  term  which  would  corres- 
pond to  our  American  expressions  'farmers1  or  'farmers  and  stockmen1. 
Generally,  they  say  'the  people  on  the  land*.    A-  stockman'  who  has  registered 
livestock  is  called  a  stud  owner,'  There  was  no  trouble  with  poultrymen  and 
dairymen  as  terms..    However,  our  chickens  are  called  c hooks  and  our  chicks 
are  called  chickens,  'down  under1. 

*  •  ■ 

"A  man  who  has  a  varied  farm  operation  is  doing  mixed  farming. 
Mostly,  a  man  on  the  land  is  known  as  a  property  owner.    And  a  farm  or  ranch 
to  us  is  a  property  to  them.    Although  their  rural  terminology  is  as  logical 
and  correct  as  ours,  I  had  to  learn'  their  terminology  fast. 

"Also,  there  are  more  separate  agencies  working  in  agriculture 
than  was  expected.    In  some  States,  soil  conservation  work,  for  example,  is 
done  outside  the  Department  of  Agriculture' while  in  others  it's  a  part  of 
the  Department. 

"There  are  separate 'Boards  controlling  the  price  and/or  production 
of  eggs,  dairy  products,  potatoes  and/or  wheat  in  most  States  and  in  the 
Commonwealth.    In  most  States  a  man  cannot  go  out  on  the- land  and  produce 
one  of  these  crops  as  a  new  producer  without  getting  authority  to  do  so  from 
the  proper  Board..    Because  my  work  in  Australia  did  not  concern  the  work  of 
these  Boards,  I  did  not  get  the  full  details  in  my  limited  time.  Therefore, 
there  may  "be  other  Boards  and  facts  which  I'm  not  aware  of. 

"But  as  an  example  of  how  they  operate  "because  of  their  particular 
conditions  of  population  and  isolation,  the  wheat  Board  will  set  prices 
which  the  grower  will  get  for  his  crop.    The  seine  for  eggs,  potatoes,  etc. 

■  » 

"Speaking  of  population,  several  persons  told  me  that  because 
Australia  has  only  about  8,600,000  inhabitants  located  chiefly  in  the  east, 
southeast,  and  far  west  .....  areas  where  the  rainfall  conditions  are  better 
for  agriculture  .....  there  is  some  fear  of  overproduction. 


"Although  the  agricultural  people  in  the  Universities  deal  in 
part  with  basic  research,  most  of  the  "basic  research  is  done  "by  a  Federal- 
agency  called  the  Commonwealth  Scientific  and  Industrial  Organization.  The 
agricultural  work  of  this  group  compares  with  the  "basic  research  of  the 
USDA  and  State  experiment  stations.    Their  organization  and  approach  compare 
with  those  in  the  United  States, 

"Research  applied  to  local  and  regional  conditions  is  done  largely 
"by  the  State  Departments  of  Agriculture  at  many  experiment  stations.  Their 
research  is  heavily  devoted  to  that  which  concerns  livestock  and  pastures. 

"One  of  the  first  facts  learned  in  Australia  was  that  the  States 
are  sovereign  and  existed  "before  the  Commonwealth.    This  partly  explains 
why  the  agricultural  departments  vary  from  State  to  State,  why  the  Common- 
wealth Department  has  some  limitations  in  its  scope  of  work,  why  there  is  a 
C.S.I,R.O,,  and  why  some  phases  of  agricultural  work  are  hot  emphasized. 

"Agricultural  extension  work  on  a  local  "basis  as  we  know  it  ex- 
ists in  only  a'  few  spots  in  Australia.    Many  State  and''  Federal'  Department 
people  would  like  to  improve  it.    Until  that  is  done,  many  Australian  agri- 
culturalists "believe  that  improvement,  in  their  agricultural  methods  will  not 
move  very  fast,    Several  of.  their  people  will  come,  over  to  the  States,  to 
observe .American  methods  during'  the  coming  year. 

'"There  is  an  opportunity  for  the  rural  "broadcasting  of  John 
Douglass*  group  in  the  ABC  to  tie  in  even  more  closely  with  this  effort. 
All  rural  families,  have. radios  and  use  them. 

"In  checking  around,  I  found  only  one  home  economist  in 
Australian  agricultural  public  service  and  she  is  in  an  information  office. 
Home  demonstration  work  simply  dees  not  exist. 

"One  of  the.  basic. research  projects  was. a  study  of  the  potential 
population  that  Australia  could  handle.    Some  folks,  I  was  told,  had  been 
estimating  that  the  continent  "down  under"  could  increase  its  population 
to  a  hundred  million.    However,  the  facts  apparently  indicate  that  the 
country  can  support  only  some  30  million,  or  so.    This  is  because  such  a 
large  part  of  the  country  doesn't  have  enough  moisture  to  greatly  expand 
its  agriculture.    While  there,  can  be  some  considerable  increase  in  irriga- 
tion water  farming,  there  is  not  enough  snow  and  rainfall  to  make  productive 
much  of  the  vast  expanse  ,of  central . and  western  Australia. 

"The  people  I  met. were  very  hospitable,  friendly  and  well  informed. 
Their  extreme  isolation,  and  its  effect  on  their  agriculture  and  their 
lives  generally,  has  whetted  their  appetites  for. greater  knowledge  and 
understanding  of  events  and  evaluation  elsewhere,-  America  has  a  good  friend 
in  the  country  'down  under1.    As 'John  Douglass  would' say,  America  and 
Australia  are  'cobbers'.,'" 
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Drought  Aid  to  Cattlemen 

*By  early  this  week,  USDA  had  declared  627  counties  in  15  States 
as  drought  disaster  areas.    In  those  areas  feed  from  supplies  owned  "by  the 
Department  is  being  sold  "below  market .price.    With  the  cooperation  of  the 
.Federal  government;  hay  is  "being  located,  inspected,  and  distributed  "by 
the  State  governments.   .Ten  States  have  entered  into  agreement  with  USDA, 
under  which  the  Federal  government  pays  about  half  the  cost  of  delivering 
the  hay.    All  railroads  have  now  agreed  to  reduce  freight  rates  on  hay  to 
farmers  in  drought  areas  by  .50  percent.    Emergency  livestock 'loans  are 
available  in  every  State  and  Hawaii  to  farmers  and  cattlemen  who  need 
Federal  credit  to  stay  in  business, 

.    To  help  stabilize  the  price  farmers  get  for  their  cattle,  USDA 
has  "bought  230  million  pounds  of  "beef  since  the  first,  of  the  year.  That's 
an  outlet  for  more  than  800,000  head  of  cattle,    USDA  "buys  canned  "beef  and 
hamburger  for  the  school  lunch  program,  foreign  aid,  -and  the  armed  services. 
The  surplus  is  "being  eaten       not  stored  or  destroyed.    The  Department  is 
also  spreading  the  word  that  there  is  plenty  of  "beef  on  the  market  at 
sensible  prices.    Officials  say  the  emergency  aid  will  be  provided  as  long 
as  necessary. 

Report  on  VS  Eradication 

With  2h  States  having  set  up  twice  a  month  inspection  of  premises 
where  garbage  is  fed  to  hogs,  State  and  Federal  authorities  are  now  getting 
a  better  chance  to  locate  "VE  infections.     (See  "Report  on  Developments  on 
Eradication  of  Vesicular  Exanthema,"  herewith). 

1  N 

World  Food  Output  Outlook  .... 

FAO  Director-General  Worris  Dodd  told  the  organization's  Rome 
Conference  Tuesday  that  many  governments  now  face  the  problem  of  how  they 
can  continue  to  encourage  more  farm  production  and  provide  farmers  enough 
income,  and  yet  encourage  the  sale  and  use  of  all  that  is.  produced. 

In  Europe,  the  Near  East  and  Africa  production  has  increased 
appreciably  faster  than  population.    In  Oceania,  Latin  America  and  North 
America,  agricultural  expansion  has  kept  pace  with  population.    In  the  Far 
East,  where  larger  food  supplies  are. most  needed,  the  improvement  is  slight. 

Mr*  Dodd  suggested  for  the  immediate  future  a  change  of  emphasis 
in  food  production  in  two  directions:    First,  to  increase  production  in  the 
areas  and  commodities  of  greatest  need  and  Second,  more  emphasis  on  measures 
to  enable  consumers  to  buy  more  of  the  foods  now  abundant.    The  measures  may 
aim  at  increased  buying  power,  reduced  production  costs,  more  efficient  mar- 
keting with  reduced  distribution  costs,  and  more  flexible  price  policies. 
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Up  Trend  in  Exports  Continues    -  -:   

Foreign  Agricultural  Service ; reported  (For  release  A.M.  Nov.  30) 
a  further  increase  in  exports  in  September,  the  third  month  of  the  '53-  '5^+ 
fiscal  year*    In  total  value  U.  S.  agricultural  exports  increased  17  percent 
over  August,  and  were  6  percent  more  than  September  '52.    August  '53  ag, 
exports  were  8  [percent  over  those  of  August  ?5.2».  '  :  . 

In  quantity,  there  were  increases  during  September  compared  with 
September  1 52  in.  exports  of  evaporated  milk,  whole  dried  milk,  nonfat  dry 
milk  solids,  beef  and  veal,  tallow,  grapefruit,  oranges,  prunes  and  raisins, 
corn,  grain  sorghums,  rice,  hops,  field  and  garden  seeds,  soybeans,  flue- 
cured  tobacco,  dried  ."beans,  white  potatoes,  and  canned  vegetables.    On  the 
other  hand,  exports  of  lard,  canned  fruit,  "barley,  wheat,  flour,  soybean 
oil,  and  leaf  tobacco  other  than  flue -cured  were  smaller  than  a  year  ago. 

.  IFAP  to  Africa  in  '5k 

The  International  Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers  will  hold 
its  195^  Conference  V&y  21-30  in  the  British  East  African  Colony  of  Kenya. 
Farm  leaders  of  organizations  from  27  countries  serving  25; 000, 000  farmers 
around  the  world  plan  to  discuss  international  trade,. the  inter-play  of 
national  farm  policies,  the  position  of  farm  production  and  markets  in 
various  countriee,  and  progress  made  in  technical  assistance  and  land  reform. 

The  Be organization  Story  --  III 

Four  Main  Groups  in  USDA:  • 

•  .  «  ,  Federal-States  Relations , 

....  Marketing  and  Foreign  Agriculture, 
.....  Agricultural  Stabilization  * 

....  Agricultural  Credit. 

*In  Agricultural  Stabilization  are: 
....  Commodity  Stabilization  Service. 
.,  ,  .  .  Community,  County  and  State  Committees, 

The  Commodity  Stabilization  Service  is  now  responsible  for  adjust- 
ment activities.    Those  activities  include  acreage  allotments  and  marketing 
quotas.    In  that  Service  too  are  such  activities  as  the  stabilization  of 
sugar  production,  price  support,  foreign  supply  programs,  commodity  disposal, 
and  administration  of  the  International  Wheat  Agreement. 

The  Community,  County  and  State  Committees  work  just  as  they  have 
been  working.  They  carry  out  in  the  field  the  adjustment  activities  of  the 
Commodity  Stabilization  Service  and  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program. 

(On  December  15,  farmers  irho  grow  peanuts  will  decide  whether  they 
want  marketing  quotas  to  continue  in  effect  on  the  '5^,  r55,  and-  '56  crops 
of  peanutB.    The  same  day,  cotton  growers  will  vote  on  marketing  quotas  for 
*5U  cotton.    Cotton  quotas  and  allotments  were  last  used  on  the  !50  cotton 
crop. ) 


-  g  „ 


MARKETING  AM)  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural  Mar ke ting  Service 

Economists  of  this  Service,  today  report  record  consumer  incomes 
continue,  to  support  a  strong  U.  S,  demand  for  food.    They  say  that  even 
though  retail  food  prices  are  a  little  lower  than  last  year/"  consumers  are 
.  spending  slightly  more  for  food.    The  .economists  note  that  conditions  in 
"business  and  industry  remain  generally  prosperous.    Previewing  the  outlook 
for  various  farm  commodities,  they  figure  fewer  cattle  will "go  on  feed 
this  season,     (See  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest  herewith* ) 

December  3  through  December  12  marketing  specialists  of  AM3 
are  supporting  the  potato  prcducer-processor-distributor  program  to.  move 
more  of  the  "bumper  potato  crop.    The  early  crop  from  the  Southern  States 
and  the  intermediate  crop  from  the  middle  tier  of  States  have  already 
moved  to  market,  "but  more  good  quality  potatoes  from  the  .late  potato 
States  will  "be  available  during  December  than  at  this  time  during  any.-  of 
the. past  three  years. 

December  3- through  December  19     a  nation-wide  merchandising 
campaign  will  also  be  on  to  sell  more  pecans.    AM3  specialists  figure 
growers  will  harvest  an  all-time  record  cro£  of -185  million -pounds  of 
pecans.    The  ten  year  average  is  126  million  pounds.     (Put  pecans  and 
potatoes  on  your  plentiful  food  list.)  . 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service      The  new  FAS  plans  to  carry  out  its  expanded 
foreign  market  development  primarily  through  six  commodity  divisions; 
.Cotton  and  Fiber/  Grain  and  Feed/  Tobacco  and  Tropical  Products,  Livestock 
and  Livestock  Products,  Fats  and  Oils,  and  Fruits  and  Vegetables,  .  The 
first  program  announced  emphasized  both  surplus  removal  and  development  of 
continuous  long-range  markets  abroad  for  U.  S,  apples,  pears,  oranges,  lemons, 
grapefruit,  plums,  grapes,  and  the  dried  fruits. 

FAS  market  development  work  will  follow  five  main  lines:  (1) 
Negotiating  with  foreign  governments  and  traders  in  matters  relating  to 
.market  preferences,  trade  restrictions,  foreign  exchange,  and  discrimination 
against  American  farm  products;  (2)  Providing  first-hand  information  to 
American  agricultural  exporters  and  importers  on  market  situations  and 
trade  opportunities;  (3)    Bringing  together  American  exporters  and  foreign 
importers  under  conditions  favorable  to  trade;  (h)    Analyzing  and  interpret- 
ing commodity  and  trade  information  for  dissemination  to  /imerican  agriculture; 
and  (5)    Providing  a  comprehensive  appraisal  of  foreign  production  and 
'competition*      (See  discussion  of  export  marketing  in  Wheat  Situation 
release  Dec.  3rd)  ~ 

Agricultural    Research  Service    DepartiTient  poultry  researchers  are  continu- 
ing their  investigation  of  the  effect  of  day  length  on  the  breeding  of 
turkeys  and  hatchability  of  turkey  eggs.    They  report  that  with  two  shifts 
of  males,  and  the  proper  supplementing  of  daylight  with  artificial  light, 
growers  might  extend  turkey  breeding  successfully  over  7  or  8  months  instead 
of  the  usual  h  or  5.    In  that  way,  growers  could  supply  consumers  tender 
young  roasting  turkeys  during  more  months  of  the  year.     (See  your  November 
Agricultural  Research"  magazine  for  details.) 
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USDA  and  State  entomologists  are  asking  truckers,  transportation 
companies,  Christmas  greenery  operators,  and  private  individuals  to  help- 
prevent  the  spread  of  Gypsy  and  B^ofh>>tal|k^^l^^o^Jo^.t^  £ftjar^ti8$ 
areas  in  Hew  England  and  eastern  New  York.    It  is  against  the  law  to  ship 
Christmas  trees,  boughs  and ' other  Christmas  greenery  from'  the  regulated 
regions  unless  such  material  is  accompanied  "by  a  Federal  inspection 
certificate  indicating  -freedom  from  those  tree -damaging  pests*    This  year 
the  Gypsy  moth  caterpillars  defoliated  more  trees  in  the  Northeast  than 
ever  "before.    And        -looks  like  another  "bad  year. 

Soil  Conservation  Service    Under  the  leadership  of  SCS,  work  on  the  60 
little  watersheds  protection  program  is  now  going  forward.    These  pilot 
demonstration  projects,  authorized  "by  Congress  in.  July,  are  under  local 
sponsorship  and  aim  to  do  four  things;     (1)    Eeduce  as  far- as  practical 
damage  from  flocdwater  and  erosion  in  the  watershed  and  downstream;  (£) 
Demonstrate  the  feasibility 'of  local,  State,  and  Federal  cooperation  and 
cost  sharing  in  such  programs;  (3)  Further  test  many  control  measures  under 
variable  conditions  in  different  widely -scattered  watershed's  where  more 
people  can  view  results;  (U)  Collect  information  on  rainfall,-  streamflow, 
sediment  carried,  etc.  to  help  guide  future  flood-prevention  activities. 

Agricultural  Conservation  Program  Service    The  ACP  Service  in  cooperation 
with  SCS,  Forest  Service,  and  Extension  is  holding  meetings  throughout 
the  country  to  coordinate  the  program  of  cost  sharing  on  certain  conserva- 
tion practices  with  the  overall  plans  for  soil-  and  water  conservation. 

Farmers  Cooperative  Service     At  the  request  of  farmers'  -co-ops,  experienced 
specialists  of  the  FCS  are  continuing  to  analyze  the  operations-  of  farmer 
co-ops  and  they  are  making  recommendations  to  improve  co-op  methods  and 
facilities. 

Federal  Extension  Service  ,  With  many  of  you  attending  the  annual  V-H  Club 
Congress  meeting  in  Chicago,  there  is  no  need  to  mention  work  with  farm 
young  people  and  Extension  Service's  part  in  it. 

December  4,th,  the  Extension  Marketing  sub-committee  of  the  Policy' 
Committee  of  the  Lanji-Grant  Colleges  and  Universities-  meets  here.    It  will 
make  recommendations,  on  educational  programs  which  need  to  be  carried  out 
by  Extension  Service^in  the  field  of  marketing.  ' 

.  Because  of  Extension  Service  widespread  educational  facilities, 
the  Grain  Sanitation  Advisory  Committee',  appointed  Jointly  by  USDA  and  the 
Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  this  week  agreed  that  Extension 
should  have  the  central  responsibility  in  initiating  and  coordinating  an 
expanded  program  on  grain  sanitation. 


Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  December  5 


NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  originating  at  1:00 
to  1:30  p.m.  EST.     "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington  and  featuring  high- 
lights of  the  National  U-H  Club  Congress  and  the  International  Livestock 
Exposition  from  Chicago,, 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00 
p.m.  EST,     "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  Washington,  and  featuring  reports 
from  the  International  Livestock  Exposition  and  the  National  k-R  Club 
Congress. 

Cordially, 
C.  A.  Eerndon 

Radio  and  Television  Service 
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